
 

 
 

RICOH WOMEN’S BRITISH OPEN CHAMPIONSHIP PREPARATIONS 
 

ADDITIONAL LOCAL RULES 
 

For the duration of this notice only 
 
Preparations for the Ricoh Women’s British Open Championship will lead to the erection of a 
number of Temporary Immovable Obstructions on the Championship and Short Course i.e. 
grandstands, tentage, scoreboards, signage, trackway etc.   
 
The following local rule gives advice on how to proceed. 

 
TEMPORARY IMMOVABLE OBSTRUCTIONS 
 
1. Definition 
 
A temporary immovable obstruction (TIO) is a non-permanent artificial object which is often erected 
in conjunction with a competition and which is fixed or not readily movable. 
 
Examples of temporary immovable obstructions include, but are not limited to, tents, scoreboards, 
grandstands, television towers and lavatories. 
 
2. Interference 
 
Interference by a TIO occurs when; 
 
(a) the ball lies in front of and so close to the TIO that the TIO interferes with the player’s stance or 
the area of his intended swing, or  
 
(b) the ball lies in, on, under or behind the TIO so that any part of the TIO intervenes directly 
between the player’s ball and the hole and is on his line of play; interference also exists if the ball 
lies within one club-length of a spot equidistant from the hole where such intervention would exist.  
 
Note: A ball is under a TIO when it is below the outer most edges of the TIO, even if these edges 
do not extend downwards to the ground. 
 
3. Relief 
 
A player may obtain relief from interference by a TIO, including a TIO that is out of bounds, as 
follows:  
 
(a) Through the Green: If the ball lies through the green, the point on the course nearest to where 
the ball lies must be determined that  
 

(a) is not nearer the hole,  
(b) avoids interference as defined in Clause II and  
(c) is not in a hazard or on a putting green.  

 
The player must lift the ball and drop it, without penalty, within one club-length of the point so 
determined on a part of the course that fulfils (a), (b) and (c) above.  



 
(b) In a Hazard: If the ball is in a hazard, the player must lift and drop the ball either:  
 

(i) Without penalty, in accordance with Clause III(a) above, except that the nearest part of 
the course affording complete relief must be in the hazard and the ball must be dropped in 
the hazard or, if complete relief is impossible, on a part of the course within the hazard that 
affords maximum available relief; or 

 
(ii) Under penalty of one stroke, outside the hazard as follows: the point on the course 
nearest to where the ball lies must be determined that 
  
(a) is not nearer the hole,  
(b) avoids interference as defined in Clause II and  
(c) is not in a hazard.  

 
The player must drop the ball within one club-length of the point so determined on a part of the 
course that fulfils (a), (b) and (c) above. 
 
The ball may be cleaned when lifted under Clause III. 
 
Note 1: If the ball lies in a hazard, nothing in this Local Rule precludes the player from 

proceeding under Rule 26 or Rule 28, if applicable. 
 
Note 2: If the ball to be dropped under this Local Rule is not immediately recoverable, another 

ball may be substituted. 
 
Exceptions: 
 
If a player’s ball lies in front of or behind the TIO (not in, on or under the TIO), he may not obtain 
relief under Clause III if: 
 
1. Interference by anything other than the TIO makes it clearly impracticable for him to make a 
stroke or, in the case of intervention, to make a stroke such that the ball could finish on a direct line 
to the hole;  
 
2. Interference by the TIO would occur only through use of a clearly unreasonable stroke or an 
unnecessarily abnormal stance, swing or direction of play; or  
 
3. In the case of intervention, it would be clearly impracticable to expect the player to be able to 
strike the ball far enough towards the hole to reach the TIO.  
A player who is not entitled to relief due to these exceptions may, if the ball lies through the green 
or in a bunker, obtain relief as provided in Rule 24-2b, if applicable. If the ball lies in a water 
hazard, the player may lift and drop the ball in accordance with Rule 24-2b(i), except that the 
nearest point of relief must be in the water hazard and the ball must be dropped in the water 
hazard, or the player may proceed under Rule 26-1. 

 
4. Ball in TIO Not Found 
 
If it is known or virtually certain that a ball that has not been found is in, on or under a TIO, a ball 
may be dropped under the provisions of Clause III or Clause V, if applicable. For the purpose of 
applying Clauses III and V, the ball is deemed to lie at the spot where it last crossed the outermost 
limits of the TIO (Rule 24-3). 
 

PENALTY FOR BREACH OF LOCAL RULE: 
 

Match play - Loss of hole; Stroke play - Two strokes. 
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